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The aquarium fish industry in Sri Lanka has become a valuable foreign exchange
earner during the past few years. Among the ornamental fish species, Pangasius
sutchi is one of the popular fish species. However, in their early larval stage, they show
cannibalistic behavior which leads to reduction of more than 90% of the population
resulting higher economical losses. The experiment was conducted as a Completely
Randomized Design (CRD) in 2 factor factorial arrangement with three replicates to
evaluate the effect of feed type (Artemia and Moina) and feeding frequencies (1 hr, 2
hr and 3 hr) on survival and growth rate of Pangasius sutchi larvae. Tank with 50
larvae was considered as an experimental unit and each tank was randomly assigned to
one of the treatments. Survival rate and body weight gain in larvae were recorded and
statistically analyzed with SAS. Interaction between feed and frequency was
significant (p<0.05) on survival rate. Cannibalism has been significantly reduced
(»<0.05) in Artemia fed larvae than the Moina fed larvae. Further, hourly feeding also
reduced the cannibalism than the other two feeding frequencies (»<0.05). The highest
mean survival rate was recorded in hourly feeding of Artemia whereas lowest was
resulted in feeding Moina in two hour interval. Hence, it can be concluded that feeding
Artemia at one hour frequency is the best combination of feed type and the feeding
frequency to reduce the cannibalism of Pangasisus sutchilarvae. -
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