Terms of Reference (TOR)
TOR FOR THE ENVIORNMENT ASSESSMENT STUDY (EAS) ON THE TERRESTRIAL AND ASSOCITED MAMMALS, AMPHIBIANS, REPTELIANS, INSECTS AND OTHER IMPORTANT FUANAL SPECIES WITHIN THE VEDITHALATHEV NATURE RESERVE. 

This TOR is valid only for  three months from the date of issue.
Purpose of the assessment 

The study is done to assess possible impacts on Vedithalathive Nature Reserve if removed proposed land area earmarked for the aquaculture project of National Aquaculture Development Authority. 

Objective of the proposed EAS

Assessment of the Vedithalathive NR environment in relationship to the results to de-gazetting area earmarked for aquaculture project.   

Study area

Declared Vedithalathive Nature Reserve in Mannar district covering one mile radius area from its boundaries. The EAS should give descriptive lists of species, discussion of the different types of habitats present in the NR and the importance of both habitats and species, and likely impacts if proposed land area is removed from the NR and proposed mitigation measures in detail.

Scope of work

The Contractor shall use a combination of methods to prepare a). checklist of the fauna of the NR and b). a detailed account of importance the different habitats within NR and in the immediate land area. The Contractor shall draw conclusions regarding the importance of their habitats for given taxa with reasons and likely impacts of removing the land.

For the detailed EAS, the Contractor shall first consult aerial photographs or satellite imagery to obtain a rough picture of the type and distribution of habitats in NR. This will be refined by site investigations, including analyses of the type and distribution of different habitats and supplemented by information obtained from local people.

Quantative analyses have to be conducted to describe the species present in each habitat type and average numbers of individuals of the major species in the different habitats. This will cover the inland habitats (sampled with traps, photo evidence and quadrat sampling if feasible and other suitable methods). 
Reports
· The Contractor shall submit the Report on 20June 2018 and it will be reviewed by the NARA Study Team and the Contractor shall amend the reports to address all comments and shall submit final reports within two weeks of receipt of comments.

· A map of the survey area showing sampling stations; site photographs, and appropriate tables and illustrations of key data, including a map showing the different habitats and species in area. 
· Written descriptions of all sampling, analysis and species identification methods;

i) A detailed information on species including their respective Redlist categories

ii) Existing habitats and their importance with reasons

iii) Ecology of the immediate project area that describes the distribution & importance main habitats and species with reasons, faunal affinities, animal movement pathways and breeding sites with seasonal variations.

iv) Potential impacts of removing of the proposed area on the species
v) Suitable mitigation for any negative impacts 

vi) Discussions shall refer to published literature where relevant and the importance of species, habitats and overall ecology shall be assessed on the basis of conservation status, abundance elsewhere in Sri Lanka, the local economy and other relevant criteria.

· Tables showing all data should be provided in an appendix.

