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The research outlook is the annual publication of Socio-economic and Marketing Research 
Division of National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency (NARA). The first 
volume of the Research Outlook  is published in the year 2022. This publication is encapsulated 
research and development activities undertaken by different Technical Divisions and Regional 
Research Centers of  NARA during the year 2022. Research findings and outcomes of annual 
research program of NARA which are highly important in addressing issues and formulating 
policies related to the respective thrust areas of fisheries and other aquatic resources are included 
in this publication.  Further, information include in this volume are very much helpful for a broad in this publication.  Further, information include in this volume are very much helpful for a broad 
spectrum of users who are interested in the fields of fisheries. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to whom joined hand with me in supporting to complete the task meaningfully and 
successfully. As the Head of Division and officer in charge in publishing this annual publication, I 
appreciate valuable comments from users of this volume for the enhancement in coming years. 
Further, I must acknowledge Dr. Kamal Thennakoon, Director General of NARA who brought 
forward the idea and continuous support given me to achieve the task successfully.
 
K. H. M. L. Amaralal,
Principal Scientist of Socio-economic and Market Research

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency (NARA)



CONTENTS 

National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency (NARA)02

01 Establishment and Mandate 

02 Regional Research Centres 

03 Organizational Structure 

04 Human Resources 

05 Research Highlights 

ESD 

FTD FTD 

IARAD 

IPHD 

MBRD 

NHO 

SED 

Kadolkale 

Kapparathota Kapparathota 

Panapitiya  

Rekawa 

06 External Funded Projects 

07 Corporate Awareness, Extension & Students Supervisees 

08 Technical, Advisory, Consultancy & Testing Services 

09 Publications Awards & Patents 

04

05

06

08

08

09

1010

10

12

14

16

17

18

1919

19

19

20

21

23

27

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................



ESTABLISHMENT AND MANDATE
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National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency (NARA) was established in 
1981 under the National Aquatic Resources Research Agency Act of Number 54 subsequently 
amended Act of Number 32 of 1996 under the Ministry of fisheries and aquatic resources develop-
ment of Sri Lanka. NARA is the premier institution mandated with undertaking research and deve-
lopment activities for the development, conservation, and management of fisheries and aquatic 
resources of Sri Lanka

VISION 

To be the premier institution for scientific research in the conservation, management, and develo-
pment of aquatic resources in the region.

MISION

To provide innovative solutions for national development issues in the aquatic resources sector by 
utilizing scientific and technological knowledge.

KEY FUNCTIONS 

Application and utilization of scientific and technological expertise.
Promote and conduct scientific research, assessment, management, development, and conser-
vation of living and non-living aquatic resources.
Provide advisory, consultancy, and testing services; and policy recommendations on the exploita-
tion, management, development, and conservation of living and non-living aquatic resources.
Dissemination and publication of scientific research findings.
Provide training and awareness to stakeholders and the general public



REGIONAL RESEARCH CENTERS (RRCS)
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 
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HUMAN RESOURCES  
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STAFF CATEGORY AVAILABILITY
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RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS 
 2022



ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES DIVISION
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01    Study on physical, chemical and biological parameters in Puttlam lagoon

02    Study on the environmental impacts to marine resources due to Lakvijaya power plant 

03    Ocean country partnership program (OCCP) - Marine littersand micro plastic research 

         project 

05    Ensuring food security through minimizing post-harvest losses in fishery industry 

06    Responsible use of fisheries and aquatic resources for sustainable development 

0707    Effects of wind turbine generated sound on fish in shallow water 

08    Bathymetric survey in Norochcholai for production of the Nauticla chart of Puttalam

09    Bathymetric Survey for CEB in Silawathura

10    Side Scan Sonar Survey at near shore areas

11    Level survey for the Dutch canal  

12    Mapping for demarcation of areas in the sea cucumber export village in Northern Province

13    Lagoon Survey at Arugambay Lagoon

1414    CTD Profiling 

15    Beach front- Mega Police project 

16    Environmental monitoring work for East container terminal project of port of Colombo - 

         Phase II

17    Nor-Lanka- Blue Project

EXTERNALLY FUNDED PROJECTS

SN Project Name
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COOPERATE AWARENESS, EXTENSION 
AND STUDENT SUPERVISERIES
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STUDENT SUPERVISIONS

AWARENESS AND EXTENSION

A demonstration session on processing and packaging of fishery products for the students 
of the Ocean University 

Awareness of Skippers and owners of multi-day fishing boats about potential fishing 
ground forecasts developed by NARA 

A training program on breeding and live feed conducted by NARA 

Supervision of community based project of Ornamental Aquatic plants constructed in Co-
lombo, Gampaha and Kaluthara District

Production of Crypocoryne wendtii plants for ornamental sector

Provide artemia testing services for outsiders and issuing of test reports on artemia hat-
ching rate

10 workshops for Navy officers

Routine awareness program on hydrographic surveying and chart production for under-
graduates and school children

A awareness program on World Fisheries Day

3 exhibitions in Rathnavali Balika Vidyalaya/Gampaha, Anura Central College/ Yakkala, 
and National Zoological Garden/ Dehiwala
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TECHNICAL, ADVISORY, CONSULTANCY 
AND TESTING SERVICES   
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PUBLICATIONS, AWARDS AND PATENTS  
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W.N.C. and Jinadasa, S.U.P. (2022). Seasonal and year-to-year variability of boundary currents and eddy 
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Lanka. International Journal of Food Science.

11. Perera, G. C. and Bhujel, R. C. (2022). Replacement of fishmeal by house cricket (Acheta domesticus) 
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of guppy (Poecilia reticulata). Aquaculture Reports, 25, 101260.
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